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Misdirected Energy.

Because of the boldness of a number of
negro “bad men,” by whom six white
women have been assaulted in Atlanta,
Ga., and its suburbs in the last two weeks,
a vigilance committee has been formed
among the white men, who propose to
capture and punish the criminals, The
organization has ’the support of the
business community, which will pay its
expenses, and its armed guards are now
patrolling the negro quarter of the city.

The work to be done by this committee is
part of the duty of the municipal, county
and State governments, If these govern=
ments performed their functions properly
there would be no need of volunteer pre-
servers of the peace, jail keepers gnd pub-
licexecutioners, The acts that have been
committed by the negroes are prohibited
by statute, and severe punishment is pro-
vided for their perpetrators. Were the
laws properly enforced there would be no |
reason or excuse for the banding together |
of private citizens to protect their lives,
their women and their property.

Who i8 responsible for the failure of
the municipal, county and State govern- |
ments to furnish the protection to which |
every citizen is entitled? The voters, |
the men who compose the new vigilance |
committee, are to hlame fof whatever’
weakness and inefficiency their instru-
ments of administration betray. They
have power to make the law and its en-
forcement strong and effective or weak
and inert. It lies in their own hands to
police their communities properly and
thus prevent outrages,

An adequate police force on duty from
January 1 to December 31 in every
Southern community i8 what the con-
ditions demand. The vigilance committee
that makes this the object of its activ-
ities will do more good than any number
of olubs that seek only the punishment
of individual criminals,

The Rural Guard in Cuba.

Reportas from Cuba of the behavior
of the Rural Guard in action with the
insurgents are conflicting, There are
stories of disgraceful routs and of actual

esertions to the enemies of the Govern-
ment. On the other hand, it is an-
nounced that the Rural Guard has not
suffered a serious reverse, and General
RODRIGUEZ has only news of the scat-
tering of the rebels by his mourted men
in every encounter,

The Rural Guard must have deterio-
rated since the days of the American
occupation, or its discipline must be im-
paired by disaffection, if it has failed to
render a good account of itself in brushes
with the badly mounted guerrilla bands
that are alternately skulking in the
jungle and raiding undefended towns.
Hitherto there has been no conflict that
rises to the dignity of an engagement,
although PINO GUERRA i8 said to have
assembled a force of 2,000 men and to
be well supplied with arms, ammunition

.and money.
The Rural Guard, it should be under-
stood, is a constabulary and not a war
force. In the present emergency it must
continue to do police duty as well as serve
in the field against the insurgents. The
extra duty may be irksome and distaste-
ful to members of the Guard who are
secretly of the Liberal faith, especially
if they have any personal grievances
against the Government. It was only
the other day that the detail at the Presi-
dent’s palace in Havana refused to go
through the ceremony of guard mount,
oomplaining that the rations furnished
them were unfit to eat. A shot was fired
by one of the mutineers, and another was
sabred by the officer in command. The
in¢ident was said to have no political
.significance, but at least it indicated
dissatisfaction with the servioce.
General ADNA R. CHAFFEE, whenacting
as chief of staff during the American
oocupation, organized the Rural Guard
into companies throughout the island.
«Each company was to consist of a cap-
.tain, two lieutenants,’ eight sergeants,
eight corporals and fifty-nine privates;
and the pay was to be on a liberal scale
.for Cuba—#$125 a month in United States
'ourrency for a captain, $85 for a lieuten=~
.ant, $50 for a sergeant, $45 for a corporal,
440 for a mounted and $30 for a dis-
,mounted private. The organization wa3s
%o be “similar ta that existing in the
United States cavalry arm.”
The Rural Guard of Cuba had already
distinguished itself as a constabulary
Jorce in the rural districts. At the close
of the war with Spain many restless
spirits refused to return to peaceful
occupations, and they became a serious
menace to the public peace. In the
province of Santiago,and later in the
‘sther provinces, except Matanzas, a
puardia rural was organized on thés model
of the guaardia civil of the Spanish régime.
In Matankas the municipalities were
authorized to orghnize & mounted police,
‘which wad better suited to the needs of
the province. ' Only veterans of the war
of independence were accepted as re-
oruits for the Rural Guard. They were
uniformed {n khaki, and their arms were
the rifles they had used as soldiets in the
war, chiefly Remipgtons and Mausers,
They had to furnish their own mounts,
, Drilled and imepected by American army
officers, they developed into an effective
police force, General WeoD said of them
in his report in 1800:

“They have brought to am end all organized
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never before existed. The men of the foroe are
obediens and fafthful, and they Save performed
fn very maay instances extfemely dangerous and
hazardous servies !

The reorganization in February, 1900,
Was decided on because of & want of
uniformity in the regulations governing
the Guard in the different provinces, At
that time it consisted of 1,200 officers and
men. After the American occupation the
strength of the Guard was raised to
8,000, and it was President PALMA'S pur-
pose no longer ago than February of this
year to increase the force to 6,000; but
the proposal, savoring of militarism, was
not well received.

Two Plotures.

For the beneflt of students of evolu-
tion and sociology, below is figured Mr,
BrYAN in his habit as he lived in 1900,
standing then by the side of our old
axe bearing friend the Hon. ADLAI
EwING STEVENSOR, and Mr. BRYAN as,
laden with world experiencés and gar-
landed with the thought of nations, he
comes back to his native shores. For
the personal history of the Lincoln of
Lincoln, for the histery of manners
and oostume, for CrLio herself, the aus-
tere Muse who still cannot resist the
glories of the trousered, these records
of the breeks of the Peerless possess a
breathless interest.

The more Mr. BRYaN changes, the
more he i8 the same. He has stood
before and sat down with Kings; he has
lunched with Chancellors and dined with
Prime Ministers; the bryanstone has
kissed him; the “producing classes” of
the world have clung in expectation to
his fateful knees. Yet he is as radical
and as conservative as before,

Gaze here tpon these breeches and on
these:

The splendor of Olympian Jovm fs
fn this head; in such unmentionables
wotld domesticated APorLo walk in the
house of some great ADMETUS, like
Moses CINCINNATUS WeETMORE. The
wrinkles are getting more complicated,
subtle and full of thought. Age tells,
but the scheme, the division, the seci-
ence of the folds is essentially one.

Look at those legs that have stalked
around the world, Look upon these
august portraits of a world statesman.
The head grown bald in the service of
the pee-pul; the hands that tore down
the Cross of Gold; the frock coat of the
statesman, the sack coat of the Great
Uncommon Commoner; the lips grown
thin with emotion bitten in and emotion
uttered; all this is as it should be, grand,
simple, noble. More majestic, however,
of deeper meaning, more authoritative,
fuller of testimony to a life devoted to
the service of the pee-pul, are these
popular and peerless “pants,” the same
in subgtance in 1800 as in 1006, but grow«
ing more thoughtful and heavily lined
with the fugacious years.

It may be said of Mr®BRrYAN'S trousers
as MACAULAY said of CROMWELL'S realis-
tic portrait with all his warts and wrin-
kles: They have "power and authority
and valor in every rugged line,”

Shall We See Constitutional Experis
ments in'the East?

The introduction of representative in-
stitutions in Russia and the Czar's pro-
fessed determination to uphold them
have apparently made a deep impression
on autocratic governments in the Near
East and the Far East. The other day
we learned by telegram that, thanks to
the impression made on the Shah by
‘Western ideas, the inhabitants of Persia
for the first time in their age-long his-
tory, were to enjoy the privilege of self-
rule to a considerable extent. Now
come reports that the Ottoman Sultan
ABDUL HAMID is inclined to resuscitate
the defunct oonstitution oonceded to
Turkish reformers some thirty years ago,
and that even the Empress Dowager of
China, profiting by the information col-
lected by her commission of inquiry in
Western countries, haswdecided to con-
sider the expediency of taking prelim-
inary steps toward the establishment of
& represgntative system in the Celestial
Empire, Would such experiments be
doomed to failure?

is there any conciusive reason in the
nature of things why a form of govern-
ment which works pretty well in the
dominions of the Hapsburg Kaiser, well
enough also in Japan, and which, it is
generally taken for granted, is applicable
to Russia, would prove a failuré in the
Ottoman dominions or even in China?
‘We pointed out the other day in the case
of Persia that there was nothing insur-
mountable in the fact that among Mos-
lem peoples a civil law is theoretically
null and void if it violate the precepts
of the Koran as these have been inter-
preted by authoritative theologians, In
Islam, as in Christendom, there are many
ways of effecting a compromise between
religion and the civil power. At this
moment in the Anglo-Indian empire more
than 50,000,000 Mohammedans dwell
peacefully under the rule of the Viceroy
and Council, who to a limited
extent the principles of constitutional
government. There is no talk now in
India about an irrepressible conflict be-
tween the law of Islam and a civil

brigandage In ffie island, & condivon which has
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Mndyy\myum nor would

there have been any in lately,
unless it had been prompted by Turkish
emissaries for political purposes, In
Persia a conflict could be averted, as we
have sald, by making priests eligible to
the national assembly, and by organiz-
ing the principal theologians into a tri-
bunal corresponding to the United States
Supreme Court, and empowered to in-
validate a statute as running counter to
fundamental principles of Moslem juris-
prudence, The same thing may be said
of the Ottoman Empire, though there
the prooess of reconciling civil and relig-
fous law should be easier, because the
Bultan in his capacity of Caliph com-
bines a large measure of spiritual with
temporal authority, resembling in this
particular the Mikado of Japan.

The most serious difficulty that wonld
be encountered in the attempt to natur-
alize representative institutions in East-
ern countries {8 not religious, but ethno-
graphical. This difficulty, indeed, can
hardly be alleged to have existed in the
cage of Japan, which, before the Peace
of Portsmouth, may be said, with the
exception of the few Ainus in the island
of Yeso and the denizens of Formosa, to
have had a population fairly describ-
able as homogeneous. In Persia, also,
alhough there are a good many Kurds
gnd Armenians, together with some
Jews, the bulk of the inhabitafits are of
oie and the same Iranian stock. If,
now, we turn to China we find that
although originally several racial ele-
ments must have entered into the com-
position of the people, and although a
dialect spoken in one province may be
unintelligible in another, yet, as regards
the laws, the usages, the arts and the
ideas which make up the civilization,
the population of China proper as dis-
tinguished from outlying dependencies
Is notably homogeneous. From this
point of view, indeed, China ranks next
to Japan. On the soore, there¢fore, of
racial heterogeneity—and we may add
of religion—there is no reason why the
representative institutions adopted in
Japan should not be imitated in China,
although, owing to the latter country's
more inveterate habits of thought and
action, the procees of assimilation might
be slower.

It was on the rock of heterogeneity in
the composition of the Sultan's subjects
that the effort of MipmaT Pasha and
other Turkish reformers—an effort begun
in 1876—to Jjntroduce a representative
government was wrecked in 1878, when
the so-called parliament was not dis-
solved but prorogued. Except their
religion there 18 nothing in common
between the Arabs, the Kurds and the
Albanians on the one hand, and the
Osmanli on the other; still more sharply
separated from the genuine Ottoman
Turk are the Greek and Armenian
Christians and the Jews. If theé seats
in a national assembly oconvoked at
Constantinople were apportioned to
population, thg Turks would be signally
outnumbered; if, on the other hand,
measures were taken to assure to them
a majority of seata the task of legisla-
tion would setill be extremely difficult.
It should not be insurmountable, how-
ever; for, from a numerical point of
view, the Turks in the Ottoman Empire
occupy & position analogous to that
held by the Magyars in the kingdom of
Hungary. Now, Hungary has possessed
representative institutions eince 1867, and
although the legislative preponderance
hitherto possessed by the Magyars is
now threatened by the introduction of
universal suffrage, nobody doubts that
they will continue in one way or another
to dominate the Table of Deputies. So
with the Turks in an Ottoman national
assembly, Forming a compact and
homogeneous body, they would be almost
certain to retain political preponderance,
a combination between Arab and Kurd
Moslems and Greek or Armenian Chris-
tians being scarcely conceivable.

Our conclusion is that the Turkish and
Chinese reformers are right in maintain-
ing that there is nothing fundamentally
impracticable in their desire to plant
representative institutions in their re-
spective countries. The attainment of
their wishes may not be very long
deferred if they shall be able to point
to successful experiments in Russia and
Persia, as well aa in Japan.

The Temperature of Beer.

An unseemly conflict, futile as it s
unbecoming, has arisen between two
noted beer springs of the land, 8t. Louis
and Milwaukee. A St. Louis visitor to
the latter beer mart, of German origin
according to his name, more shame to
him, declared that Milwaukee beer was
not cold enough for him, and explained
that in St. Louis the practice was to put
a bottle of beer in cracked ice for an
hour before drinking it. That, of course,
is no indication that it is any cooler when
drunk, for in summer no amount of ice,
however oracked, can lower St. Louisg
heat to that of the rest of the United
States,

This local squabble between two in-
land towns nevertheless brings up the
whole question of beer and ice from
which the country suffers this summer
as every summer. In Germany, where
beer arose snd has flourished eince

of icing it. There it is no luxury, but a
necessity. The normal German needs
beer, Pilsener or Bairisch, if he can
afford it, home brewed if need be, with
his frithschoppen, with his mittagessen,
with his abendmahl, at the thirsty in-
tervals in between, and above all, in the
long, pleasant evenings at the stamm-
tafel, while he plays his games of gkat
or of dominoes.

He knows how to drink beer as his
anoostors for 2,000 years have drunk it.
He doesn't want it ice cold, and couldn't
drink it if he go% it. He wants it oool.
The London Lantet a few years ago
made an exhaustive examination of the

product it put special stress on the care
the breweries took and the expense they
were put to to see that their beer was
not frozen before reaching the consumer.
Everywhere in Germany will be found
the felsenkeller, the tock cellars, that
hold the casks and keep them at a proper
temperature without jce, as well as
rathskellers and postkellers that try to
do the same. No Teuton could put away
| the daily dozen or more half"litres of

O=mSAR'S time at least, no man dreams |

b

German breweries. In its eulogy of the |

SUN, MONDAY, AUGUST 27,

beer that are meat and drink to him if
it were made ice cold.

Here in New York we have many
breweries that turn out beer that is
nearly, if not fully, as good as that of
the Fatherfand. The quality is wholly
killed and the beer is made delaterious
by the despicablo practice of serving it
frozen. The fine imported beers of
Germany are ruined in like manner.
Presumably customers call for this,
but it shows their lack of beer taste,
They would swallow anything equally
cold, water or carbolic acid. The well
trained German drinks his beer slowly
and quietly, eand hunts out the places
where it is served just cool enough to
act properly on the human stomach,
The American doesn't know how to
drink beer. A new saloon pug out the
sign recently “Beer from the cask” and
attracted custom; it changed it soon
for an absurd placard, “Ioe cold beer
from the cask,” which showed that its
method or its sign must be a delugion,

There are no two sides to the Western
beer controversy. Milwaukee in keep-
ing it beer at a normal temperature of
about 50 degrees is in the right according
to tradition and acoording to science.
The 8t. Louis man should go home and
cool his head in the pail where he freezes
what he calls his beer.

General BANDERA; who was killed by
Rural GQuards at Punta Brava, néar Hav-
ana, last week, was not a moral foroe in
Cuba; but a Government whioh has to deal
with sporadio revolts will be glad to be
rid of him, for the old guerrilla wasa hardy
fighter, and among the blacks of the {sland
he was a popular hero.

Senator BRACKETT, who does not hide
his candidacy for Governor under a bushel,
says that he will welcome help from OpELL
or from any one else, and be grateful for
it. The Boss would certainly expect him
to prove his gratitude by his works.

Lot B ety
The appeal of the Bryan reception com«
mittee for cash fell flat. Chairman SHER-
MAN of the Republican Congress committee
reports dollar contributions very slow.
Chairman GRrM J1aas is turning his pockets
inside out ruefully. Yet there is more
money per ¢apita in the country than ever
before and the supply of labor is less than
the demand. The only conclusion is that
the dollars of the people are invested in
something more satisfactory than politics.

What is to ®ecome of the spelling bee,
that quaint source of so much delight and
renown in the little red school houses, if
the Presidential flat imposes the reformed
spelling on the country?

The bomb thrower is the best friend the
reactionaries have in Russia. To kill one
bureaucrat he is ready to sacrifice a score
of harmless people, and the bureaucrat
often escapes. Such a scene of horror as
that which remulted from the attempt on
the life of Prime Minister BTOLYPIN may
shake the nerves of an official here and
there, but the general effect must be one of
disgust and loathing for men capable of
such monstrous inhumanities. Revolutions,
it is said, never move backward, but the

volution in Russia will not be accelerated

y slaughtering the innocents.

Fleet on Way to San Franoisce.
From the San Francisco Chronicile.

Surveyor of the Port Woodward has made ap-
plication to the Secrcjary of the Treasury, through
Collector of the Port Stratton, for permission to
Increase his force by fiftecn assistant welghers,
fitteen Inspectors and ten laborers. He points out
that the commerce of ths port 18 increasing to such
an extent that the men he has are unable to handle
the customs business, some of them being, through
age and physical infirmities, unequal to the task
put upon them. He also calls attentlon to the large
Nleet of ships bound to this port with heavy cargoes
and those that aro preparing %o sall for here. The
list ts as follows:

From Antwerp four steamers and thirteen sall-
ine vessels have salled, and one steamer and elght
salllng vessels are on the berth; Bremen, one vepsel
has salled; Caloutta, one steamer has salled; Genoa,
two vessels have salled; Hamburg, eight steamers
and elght vessels salled, and three vessels are on
the berth; Hull, two vessels have salled; Liverpool,
two vessels and one on the berth; London, three
steamers salled, five salling vessels cleared and
two on the berth; Newcastle, four vesscls salled,
one on berth; Rotterdam, fNve vessels esalled and
oneon berth, This makes a total dt sixty vessels
and seventeen steamers. Thirty -two vessels aro on
the way from other ports, not including Oriental
ports, whence there will be a heavy trafo.

These 100 vessels have on board 213,000 tons of
cargo, mostly structural steel for the rebuilding
of San Francisco, including 300,000 barrels of com-
ent, the duty on which will be nearly $100,000.
There have already arrived here 65,400 barrels of
cement, the duty on which 18 $23,532.88.

e e———

Jersey Buttermilk,

To Tre Ep1TOR oF THE SUN—Sir; "Tis evident
that Buttermlli Charley neglects intimacy with
his many Jersey friends. Were he to put Into
his glass of fresh buttermilk a dash of good old
Monmouth county applejack he would at once cass
his sensitive consclence, upralse his sinews for the
campalgn and "show hig sympathy with the farmer,
the cow and the churn.”

Your understanding that the Hom. Albert Jere-
miah 18 coming out for a non-aleohollc eggnog
must be based upon an error, There exists no
non-alcoholic eggnog. The real vital, fortifying,
life prolonging eggnog !s compounded with the
same youth continuing ncctar—applejack.

MIDDLETOWN, August 25. JERNEYM.N,

) Killipg the Goose,

To THe EpiTOR OP THE SUN—Sir: With brick-
layers demanding and getting $8.50 a day and
lathers $13 to $14, the trade unions are killing the
goose which might lay ‘the golden eggs In San
Francisoo, with a vengeance.

Temporary structures absolutely needed for the
transiction of business will afford work at ghese
prioces for a limited time only, and shen the
will stop laying and San Francisco will rise from
its ashes a elty of shacks and remaln so untll the
unions come to their senses, If they ever do, which
is to be doubted.

Ospital will shun the place as it would on
afMiocted with & pestilenoe. R.

Naw YOBK, August 26,

—————————
Irenquill Among the Ghosts,

To TER EDITOR OP TRE SUN—Sir: No wonder
your bright young man who wrote a column and
a half about “Ghost Laying on the 8ide” thought
that “The Washerwoman's Song” In Modern Mira-
cles was remarkably well done,

As forty-six other correspondents may have
told you slready, the song s not new, nor was it
written by any psyohical researoher, Its author ls
Eugene F, Ware, known to literature as “[ronquill*
and to politics as one of the lveliest Pension Com-
missioners your Uncle Samuel ever had.

CH10AGO, August 23, DAN B, BROMMITT.

e e——
Questioning the Brooklyn Liberator.

To THE Eprror o¥ THn SUN—Sir; In regard to
Birdie's auto ride, wouid you kindly inform me on
the following points: Did the auto belong to the
olty of New York? If so, by what righs did he take
ft out of New York State! If so, by what right
did he take out a New Jerscy loense for it in his
own name?tt INQUISITIVE.

BROOKLYN, August 25,

e b —
My, Jofferson's Mistake.

Jeflerson had just written the Declaration of
Ind¢pendence,

“Hut,” cried the bumptious omes, "you didn't
spell It according to Brander Matthews,”

Owling to this oversight they seriouply doubted
If the document could be of any bonefit to mankind,

‘\ (lru‘ Advantage.

Knicker-How would you ltke to be an ootopus?
Bocker—Fine; think how many straps you could
hang on to In & car,

His Experionce.
Knicker—What Js the chespest way to ropalr
an auto?
Booker—Dyaamite I$ and buy a new olg,

A akaay

1908,

COSTA RICA.

It was on his fourth voyage to the West-
em Homisphere that Christopher Columbus,
while orulsing along the coast of whatis
now Central Amerion, was impressed by
the specimens of gold shown to him by the
natives of one of the places at whioh he
hatted. He named the country Costa Rica
—rich cosst. That was in 1502, A few
years later Spain created the kingdom of
Guatemala, which inocluded the whole of
Central America and a part of the southern
half of Mexico. Costa Rica became a
provinoe of this kingdom and so remalined
until the revolutionary period (1810-1825),
during whioh Spain was deprived of all her
mainland possessions in the Western Hemi-
sphepe,

The numerous provinoes and distriots
into which the kingdom of Guatemala was
originally divided finally became resolved
into five political divisions, namely, Guater
mala, Honduras, Salvador, Nicaragua and
Costa Rioa, In 1831 they renounced their
allegiance to the Spenish crown and de-
olared themselves sovereign States. Soon
afterward an attempt was made to unite
this quintet in a oonfederation known
as the Republio of Central America. The
plan fafled, as did five others of the same
‘kind essayed between 1840 and 1808. Costa
Rica adopted her Constitution in 1847, after
the death of the Diotator, Don Braulio
::;ﬂlo. It has been several times modi~

The ocountry has an area of about 28,000
square miles. It is therefore about the
size of West Virginia, or about one-half
the sizse of Pennsylvania. Its population is
given by the census of December 81, 1004,
as 881,840. A line drawn through ita centre
would run almost due northeast and south-
west. Writing of its eastern half, a Gliate-
malan historian of a ocentury ago said:
“The surface of the country s very rugged
and the climate extremely hot. There are
many large rivers and extensive thiok for-
estsa, whioch render the whole district ex-
cessively unhealthy.” This statement of
health oonditions requires some modifica-
tion. The lower levels are unquestionably
reglons of torrid heat. On the mountain-
sides and plateaus of the central regions
the climate is mild and temperate and by
no means unhealthful,

The special feature of Costa Rica chorog-
raphy is the mountain chain which runs
almost midway between the Caribbean
shore and the Pacifioc coast. While the
general elevation of this range is between
6,000 and 6,000 fest some of its peaks run
up to twice that altitude. From this cen-
tral ridge the land breaks to the coast level
on either side in what has been called a
serles of terraces. These various land
elevations are the ocontrolling factor in the
industries of the ocountry. On the lower
levels the climate is hot and the rainfall
heavysn The products of the low country,
including all that lies below an elevatipn of
say 2,500 feet, are cacao, vanilla and ba-
nanas. On the higher levels are fruits,
sugar cane and coffee.

Coffee and bananas are the special in-
dustries of Costa Rica. The coffes plant
was introduced in 1796 by a Spaniard, Don
Franoisco Navarro, who brought two speci-
men planta from Havana and set them in
his garden. He distributed seeds among
his friends for planting es an object of
ouriosity. A hundred years later Costa
Rioca exported more than $4,000,000 worth
of high grade coffee. The original plants
became trees and lasted until about 1880,
Inoreased competition from other sources
of supply and a consequent fall of about
one-third fn market value have led to a
falling off in production during recent
years, but the cultivation of the berry is
still one of the two ohief industries of the
people. About 85 per cent. of the crop
goes to England. .

The banana industry has grown rapidly
and promises still greater increase. From
a orop of 8,000,000 bunches in 1889 there has
been an increase to more than 6,000,000
bunches. Exports of the fruit now exoceed
$3,000,000 in value yearly. This rapidly
developing business is due to the enterprise
of an American concern, the United Fruit
Company. The soil and climate of the
country are well adapted to banana cultl-
vation, and the United States offers a large
and ever increasing market. The import
value of the bananas consumed in this
country durng the calendar year 18056 was
only a little below $10,000,000, or more than
double that of ten years ago. Costa Rica
is one of our principal sources of supply.

The only important ports of the country
are Punta Arenas on the Pacifio, and Puerto
limon on the Caribbegn side. Bome day,
probably not far distant, these points will
be oconnected by railway. A line owned
by an English corporation i8 in operation
between Puerto Limon and San José, the
oapital city. The rail distance between
these points is about 103 miles. From San
José westward a line is in operation to
Santo Domingo. Fifteen miles west of
that point, at Esparta, there is rail connec-
tion to Punta Arenas. The completion of
the road on the western side of the moun-
tains will necessitate the construction of
about twenty-five miles of railway, but it
will open a transisthmian line in Costa Rica.
Earthquakes and landslides have made the
maintenance of theee lines somewhat costly,
besides proving an interruption to traffio.

Another line, known as the Northern
Rallway Company, is in operation on the
eastern side of the mountains. Its prin-
cipal businees is the trans| on of
bananas for the United Fruit Company.
The Costa Rica Railway, from Puerto Limon
to San José, bas now been leased by this
line and it is believed that the result will
be advantageous to both linps. A good
wharf has been built at Puerto Limon, which
is rapidly becoming & plgce of importance
with modern improvements and an inoreas-
ing population, When connection is made,
the rail route from Puerto Limon to Punta
Arenas, via San José, will be about 185
miles in length, or about the same as the
Mexican line from Coatzacoaloos to Salina
Crus, known as the Tehuantepeo route.
In ocompetition for interoceanio traffio
Costa Rica is bandicapped by her necessity
of ocrossing the mougtains at an elevation
of 6,000 feet, while the summit of the Te-
huantepeo route is less than 900 feet above
the sea.

The ochief importance of Costa Rica's
developing rallway system is the opening
u{od new areas to oultivation for export.
She already exports hides, bardwoods and
rubber. With railways this business can
be inoreased. ‘While her mining prospects
are less encouraging than are those of some
of her neighbors, her hills are known to
oontain gold, silver, cinnabar, copper, iren
and lead. Gold has been mined for many
years, and the possibility of transportation
for the necessary machinery should open
up other mining opportunities,

The import requirements of Costa Rica
are the same as those of all tropical agri-
oultural ceuntries. Our sales to her have
increased from a little less than $1,000,000
in 1896 to a few dollars less than $2,000,000
for the calendar year*1005. Her total im-
porte approximate $5,500,000, while her
exports show a trade balance in her favor
of nearly $2,000,000. Our share of her trade
is now showing some inorease, due largely
to inoreasing transportation facilities be~
tween our 9\:1! ports and Puerto Limon
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With her present development and her
romiging future it cannot be said that
he country is in very bad financial condi-
tion, although her debt is undoubtedly a
burden on her people. The total debt,
funded and floating, is given as in the
neighborhood of $16,000,000. Costa Rioa
has been little disturbed by revolutionary
upheavals, and the continuance of peace,
ocoupled with proper administrative econ-
omy, should be an almost certain guarantee
of -her future. Beneflt will undoubtedly
come to her industries through the open-
ing of the Panama Canal, and as the years
go by more capital, foreign and domestio,
will be available for investment in Costa
Rica.

SUCCESS BY TALK.

E——————
Protest Against the Homage Pald to Mere
Words.

* To e Ep1ton oF Tre BuN—Sir: Is there
not something wrong with the judgment of a
large number of us when it is possible for
man who has never done any really good work
to command our attention as a Presidential
possibility? WIll the day never come when
oratory and juggling with language will have
Its proper place and not go ahead of really
good wonk, which often only the plodding of
years can accomplish? Why is the palm so
often handed to the olever orator, while the
worker is unhoard off Why do we so often
even in our daily experiences allow the olever
talker to reap the harvest belonging to the
more modest worker? '

Any one who has ever come {n contact
with the men who have been really great has
no doubt been surprised at the modesty
which acoompanied their n‘frutneu.
fhtnsom PR her S e o BTt

(] re on, TA L] 08,
Belore the ‘people and {:ireoelvod By the
tx‘l‘ug;'eo as &eooreal thing and supported as
suc
i aperiohos i RIS Groah Shapocn
(4
itis p%‘n%(l,bl:ll"gg a man lfosra:ahmd of before

to receive the nomination for the Presidenocy
on the strength of a speech in convention,
As_was &hs oase several ago

Would it not be far saler if it were an un-
written law that a man must have been in the
&xbllo service for a number of years an

oome thoroughly acquain wita govern-
ment before he should be eligible for & noml-
nation? Under the present practice does
the country not stand in continual danger
from the demucogue

That man who has the power of oratory to
make a healthy ocountry think it Is sick and
that cleverneas to f“mulue the most alluring
i{ssues and clothe them in the most catch
E:lrueq. alnd [ molen: :o

guage in_order no 00

te, has the best chance of political ad-
vancement, It is against -uc?l a8 &ese that

the masses shoul educated If we ever
expect to have stabllity accom by a
steadily onwagd progress, and in that way

to establish a governmens so just and ‘ﬁreut

and powerful as to influence {{or the

nations of the earth, . C. TORREY.
MoRRISTOWN, N. J,, August 25.

The Jerome Reception.
From the Axbura Cilizen.

The greeting that Is extended to the name
of Jerome for Governor has amounted to a
reception. Every newspaper in the State.
worth mentioning has recognized the im-
portance of his appearance in the fleld, and
even those which for political reasons fear
bis candidacy have admitted the excellen~
cles of his qualities. Republican papers
have been quick to trumpet the alarm his
ocandidacy ingpires in the disorganized man-
agement of their party.

Absolutely Fesrless.
From the Springfield Union.
He has ever and always retained the esteem
of the people because he Is honest, and espe-
clally because he is absolutely fearless,

The Man With Convictions.

From the Nashville American,

It s the broad man, the man who has con-
victions and sticks to them, the man who
does not turn his head to every popular clamor
that arises and who I8 game enough to take
punishment who wMs,

Mr. Jerome I8 very much this eharacter of
man, and in this he is In striking contrast
to Hearst.

He Defles the Bosses.

From the Rochester Herald.

Mr. Jerome's deflance of the political bosses
will strike a responsive chord In the hearts
of the people. The present political troubles
of the State and natlon are due to the bosses.

The People Accept His Principles.
From the Troy Record,

Whether willing to support him for Gov-
ernor or not, the voters of the State will ac~
cept his declaration of principles as in ac-
cord with proper government by the people.

History of the Breviary.
From the American Catholic Quarterly Rerlcw,

The history of the Breviary Is a curious one. As
its name seems to denote, It was a compendium,
but when Arst used It 18 not easy to declds. Orlg-
Inally it was not an ofMclal ohoral book, but a short
prayer book for lay use like the “Hreviarium" ded|-
oated by Alculn to Charlemagne In 804 and the
“Breviarium Psalteri!” drawn up in 881 by Pruden-
tlus, Bishop of Troyes. Two centuries had elapsed
before the Breviary in Its now common acoeptation
{smentioned, and thatin a trcatise known as“ Micro-
logus,” ascribed to Bernoldus de Constanutils. The
purposes which the Breviary properly so called
were Intanded to serve are well set forth In the
simple title “Horarlum domestioum, slve choro
eccleslastico deserviens,” found on the first page of
Sarum follos, From this we gather that its con-
tents were not exclusively for cholr purposes, and
It the misston priest was to say his ofce out of
cholr It became an obvious necessity that he be
equipped with a “compact and portable yolume
which he could sling from his girdle or wear In his
wallet as he trotted or trudged about his cure or
district,” Henoe the other name often met with
instead of *Breviary”: “Portos” or “Portifortum.”

Just Cause for Indignation,
- From the Chickasha Star,

Citlaens of Ohickasha are Indignant over the
proposal to fill up the frog pond between Chickasha
and Kansas avenues on Sixth street, The reason
Is given plainly by & citizen who says: “There's the
best place for washing buggles without labor,
except to the horse, in the country, Try It some
time If you have & muddy buggy. Here's the re-
celpt: Drive slowly through the pond, then turn
sround and steer through the weedy margin. The
first plunge will loosen the mud: on the second the
weeds will brush 1t off and do the polishing,

e ———————
Drawing the Line.

the Minden Signal,

We have followed the plough, wielded the hoe,

sorved time on the public roads under ihe

SIMPLE SPRELLING.

President Moosevelt's Action Hardly l'
“Square Deal.”

’

To Tum Eproh or Tue SBun—S8ir: The
general opinlon seems to be that Mr, Roose-
velt has somew hat lost his balance in advoceat -
Ing an extremely radica! reforin in our present
mode of spelling, It would se¢m that in
the avowed desire to make our lunguage moro
easy for foreigners to master he has forgotten
that the English langunge ia primarily for
those who have a birthright In it, The pro-

Americans, The work of our patient school-
masters will have gone for nought, and the
vested rights of each In his acquired educa-
tion will be wrested from him in spite of Con-
stitutional prohibitions, The house will be
divided against itself when the growing son
writes home for money In writing which looks
llke one of our magnzine dialect stories, and
the father sends back a check in the language
which banks will still honor, though the chlef
guardian of our customs forsuke It,

To be sure, the fathen, In the derire to keep
| pace with the son's acquirements, may wag-
glshly clip off an “e" here auld there, but jt
{s hardly probable that he Wwill Boglect hig
business duties or the profitable pursults of
his lelsure in order to tako spelling lessons,

Logloally, the {dea of the change s at fault,
The object of writing s to convey to the cye
what the speech conveys to the ear. Wa
do not desire to mquth eath word as we read
{t—which would be the result of presenting
to our sight symbols which are strance to
It. Burely the thought of a crowded subway
train full of mumbling men and women s a
horror to be recolled from.

Practically, the {dea {8 farcieal. We should
seeo each man his own phonetic reformer,
Many words would be written in a different
b way by each of four or five persons, depend-
ing upon the plcture which each drew of the
speech of his part of the country—some being
good artists and others not. In other words,
pronunclation is far too unstable a basis for
the foundation upon it of written language,
of which the foremost requirements must be
uniformity and other qualitica which go to
make up permanency,

The‘other side of the case, however, must
be heard from. Consider the priceless boon
to the uneducated and the careless, who
find diMeulty in spelling our language aa [t
is at present. What joy will come to them
when the possibility of misspelling exists no
more and each man for the creations of his
pen may plead the abrogation of all uniformity
and the dictates of his own taste!

Gleaming brightly through the clouds of
popular disapproval, however, is gcen the
Presldent’'s courage in disregarding the
obvious truth—that any popularity, how-
ever great, will fall before just ridicule,

HaroLp C, McCorrowm,

New YORK, August 25,

Old Fogy Question,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir! What
is? This is the first question which a be-
wildered mind snatches at after reading the
startling news concerning the Chief Magls-
trate and the spelling book, Other questions
are:

If ekulz spells schools, how do you spell
gkulls? Why change country into kuntri?
What is the difference in sound between the
final y and the substituted i?

Is there no difference in sound between
tu, tew, too and to? Do shun and tion really
make the same sound? Is tha language to
be degraded to the level of the ignorant citizen
whose vote is wanted and who may not vote
until he can read and spell? What becomes
of the distinction between the speech of the
educated man and the slovenly minded, when
our literature makes no distinotion between
English and the llegitimate dialeot proposed
by some cranks? What becomes of the
writer of dialect stories when his fleld is thus
stolen by college professors and such?

Have you rever seen a magnificent tree
designed by nature to be, and In the natural
course of years developing into, an object of
beauty and value, changed by a too busy
pruning knife into an object fit only for the
climbing pole in a bear's den? Is this to be
the fate of our rich and splendid language,
with all of its si~niflcant graftings from those
of every nation in the world?

French to-day is the language of the polite
as well as the higher business world. Has
France altered her speech by one letter to
accommodate the laziness of the short out
seekers of wealth? :

Have we not made concessions enough to
every race on earth for the purpose of getting
their dollars? Why preserve anything: why
keep any vowels, any word endings; any
ghort words? In fact, why anything?

A BELIEVER IN THE SvUX,

Cos ©oB, Conn,, August 25,

A Heated Lover of the Historle Language.

To TaE Eprror or THE SuN—Sir: In the
name of common decency—for God's sake—
use your Influence to prevent, if possible,
the damnable effort of the President of the
Unitad States to commit his intended sacrilege
against the English language.

The spectacle of a bunch of conceited
poseurs trying to desecrate the language is
goarcely more than laughable, because they
cannot impose their vulgar imbecilities upon
any one; but the spectacle of tho President
of the United States using his power to actu-
ally impose thoso same imbecilities upon
the readers of Government documents is—
1 repeat—nothing short of damnable, Why
need Mr. Roosevelt exert his encyclopardic
wisdom on anything wltra vires except the
determining of birth rates of the country?

Incidentally, by what right—legal right—
can the President of the United States alter
the accepted spelling in official documents?

MANHATTAN, August 25, Ww. 8. C.

Beginning at Home.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Prob-
ably the President knows how his surname
should be pronounced. Many of his coun-
trymen do not. Iet him give practical proof
of his devotion tospelling reform by recasting
his name, so that all may call him as he does
himself. PR,

NEw YORK, August 23,

Why Not the New Spelllng for Surnames?
To THER EpITonR oF THY SUN--Sir; It scems to
sum of us who ar Interested In corect speling that

befor endevoring to il the place of the late Arte-
mas Ward as an advocate of the fonetle slstem
our President, Thcodore Rooscvelt, shud at least
spel his own name as he pronounces It and shud

omit the final “¢” from his first name and the extra
*o" from his last name, We fear that a faflur In
this particular may cors trubel In the reformers'
midst and weken the hole muvement,

We appeal to yu as an Infalibel authority on

overseer, swept the back yard, worked the nrden'
ohurned the butter, washed the dishes, nursed mé
baby and performed other various and sundry
disagreeable tasks in our ttme without & murmur;
Rut when It comes to cleaning streots under three
lad7 bosoes—exocuse us, pleasa, Three women to
boss youl Great Cmsar's ghost! Just the thought
of guch a catastrophe I8 anongh ¢ give 3 mog the
buck ague.

Missourl Wine,

From the St. Louls Glode-Demaoorat,

The surplus wine of the 114 countles of Missour!
for the year 1005 sold for $4,468,740, according to
the 1906 report of State Labor Commissloner Willlam
Anderson, A total of 2,077,160 gallons were sent
to market,

In these figures Is not Included any wine manu-
factured In St, Louls or what was used at home
by the farmers, neighbors and the owners of wine
cellars, otherwise there would be twice as much
to account for,

Intimations of Fall.
From the Washington Star,
When the branch Is all bare,
A‘:;hl;n the b’lnu'vm s rnlr" 0
1 ¢ meadow grows sullen and bry H
When the oats s~em esuch day trowa;
To run only une way,
Aud that Is the way to the town—
Then you yearn for the e
That means bustic and strife
And sylvan Uclights becomo tame,
And a volce far away
Seems to whisper and say
That It's time to get into the game,

When the breeze now and then
" Ad e D1o0d Tecls & qulckening thri
1 ce 1 in 8
When o leaf here and thero bl
hg’l,\.n‘tﬁu l%r.th on the %
¢ sytamare up on 4
When rill katydid iy

fm,
And uncommon

Mn‘.'ﬁ..lﬂ& cams.

oorectness and consistency, and wud llke to huv
your vus on the subject. RANDOLF NITE,
(Heretofore Randolph Knlgbt)
NEw YORK, August 25.

Artists in Black.
From the Yorkshire Mercury,
“Bluo flowers” may or may not be uncommaon,
but the cultivation of a black tullp, although not
common, 18 an accomplished fact. The credit for

the production of this floral phenomenon rests with
a Yorkshire clergyman,one of the most distingulshrd
of amateur horticulturists, the Rev. H. W, Horuer,
M. A., of Burton-in-Lonsdale, Mr. Horer labored
for years to realize In fact the dream of Dumass

Nctlon, and has succeeded. He has also sucoceded
In cultivating perfectly black auriculas. It may
be added that Mrs. Horner 18 famous in the dog
world as a breeder of perfectly black pugs. ue
of the chief attractions of that pecullar breed of
pugs is that they do not become so readily -
like as the brown ones and they are exceptionally
intelligent,

A Cautious Scotswoman,
From the Pall Mall Gazette.
Thirty-one years ago a woman named Roberison
purchased a ticket for Canada In Glasgow. Lof
some feminine reason or other she chauged It
mind, but carefully preserved the tieket, A (oW
days ago it was presented at one of the offices of
the Allan Line and duly honored, the company
Issulng an equivalent mow tickgt and retaloiog
the old one as a curlosity,

In McClure's Magaztne for September a fncly
{llustrated article by Eugene Wood descrihes Niare

ara a8 It 1s now, Short storles are supplicd Y
Rudyard Klpling, Samuel Hookins Adams Perees
val Gibbon, James Hopper, Viola Rosehoro 4nd

J. T. Molntyre, There Is an account of ing A
fonso's wedding, and the scrials on Moninri <0
ruption by Mr, Oonnolly and on Ilf¢ Insurasce ¥

Mz. Bendsloks are continupd.

posed ohange 8 scarcely a “square deal” to
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